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Observations 

SCIENCE LEADERSHIP AIM: Science subject leadership has been strengthened and developed. 
Science is valued and improved through the development of effective processes for subject leadership. 

SLa 

There is a clear vision 
for science, created 
and implemented by 
teachers and children, 
through principles for 
teaching and learning. 

Principles are in place across the school and teachers and pupil’s 
thoughts about good science teaching and learning are incorporated. 
Principles are displayed around the school and are displayed in every 
child’s science book. A clear vision and principles for science is 
embedded throughout the portfolio. The Vision and principles for science 
at Green Gates Primary School is clear through monitoring the subject. It 
may be worth building in time to review your vision and principles with 
staff and pupils to ensure they still represent their views on good science. 

SLb 

Strategic support for 
subject leadership is 
provided and includes: 
• Focussed CPD for 

subject leader 
• Regular release time 
• Resources to 

facilitate 
development in 
science. 

At Green Gates Primary School there is a value placed on CPD for all 
staff including the Science leader. Time and resources have been 
invested into improving science and CPD for Science has been scheduled 
throughout the school year. The focus placed on science CPD before and 
during the PSQM journey has resulted in science gaining the same status 
as other core subjects.   

SLc 

There is a monitoring 
cycle, including pupil 
voice, that informs 
actions taken and the 
development of 
science. 

Science has been monitored through a range of monitoring activities. 
Children’s voices have been listened to; their ideas and interests have 
been taken into account and it is great that their views of science have 
improved. A monitoring cycle is in place and staff feedback is given to 
make further improvements to science teaching and learning. The 
monitoring activities support the science subject leader and SLT with 
future actions.  
Monitoring books with children present and talking to them about their 
own learning can have a greater impact. This might be something to think 
about in the future. 



TEACHING AIM: Science teaching has been strengthened and developed. 
Subject leadership responds to development needs in science teaching. 

Ta 

There is provision and 
signposting of relevant 
internal or external 
professional 
development and 
support with which 
staff engage. 

The subject leader has been pro-active in leading CPD for all staff based 
on working scientifically, which has improved staff’s science knowledge 
and confidence. Staff at Green Gates Primary School clearly feel 
supported by the subject leader. The science leader actively monitors the 
subject and through monitoring it is clear that the CPD has had a positive 
impact on the teaching and learning in science. 

Tb 

Teachers are 
supported to use a 
range of effective 
strategies for teaching 
science which 
challenge and support 
the learning needs of 
all children. 

Many new teaching strategies have been embedded across the school, 
which support all children. These teaching strategies have had a positive 
impact on pupil’s science lessons. Relevant CPD was put in place for 
teachers to implement these teaching strategies into their science 
lessons. It is pleasing to see that after implementing these teaching 
strategies, your monitoring shows that all children are now making good 
progress.   

Tc 

Resources are audited 
annually, well-
organised and 
accessible, so that 
children can regularly 
and safely use 
appropriate practical 
and digital resources, 
information texts and 
the outdoor 
environment. 

Science resources at Green Gates Primary School are regularly audited 
and replenished. The resources are well organised and therefore staff are 
able to plan regular hands-on activities for the pupils. A budget is 
allocated to science which has enabled the subject leader to maintain the 
resources for pupils and staff. Digital resources, the outdoor area and 
information texts are all used to support science learning across the 
school. It is important to monitor and ensure these resources are used 
safely. The following website may support you with this. 
www.science.cleapss.org.uk 

LEARNING AIM: Science learning has been strengthened and developed. 
Subject leadership develops teachers’ practice. 

La 

Children are taught to 
use different enquiry 
types to answer 
scientific questions 
about the world around 
them, through the use 
of scientific enquiry 
skills. 

All pupils at Green Gates Primary School are taught to use different 
enquiry types to answer scientific questions. Support has been given to 
staff on teaching enquiry types. Scientific enquiry is monitored regularly to 
ensure that the full range of enquiry types are being taught across the 
school. The PSTT and Ogden Trust website have a variety of free 
resources to support your staff with their continued development with 
enquiry types.    

Lb 

A range of strategies 
and processes for 
formative, summative 
and statutory 
assessment are used, 
which reflect a shared 
understanding of the 
purposes of 
assessment in science 
and current best 
practice. 

Assessment in science is clearly a strength that helps teachers across the 
school fully assess pupils’ knowledge and skills, by using a variety of 
formative and summative strategies including retrieval activities, and 
knowledge checks. At Green Gates Primary School there is a clear and 
robust assessment practice which is reliable and fit for purpose. It is 
important to continue to monitor these formative and summative 
assessments strategies over the next year. 

http://www.science.cleapss.org.uk/


Lc 

Initiatives that 
encourage all children 
to think that science is 
relevant and important 
to their lives, now and 
in the future, are 
supported and 
promoted. 

Initiatives that encourage children to think that science is relevant and 
important in their lives have been carefully planned and thought through at 
Green Gates Primary School. Children have been given the opportunity to 
take part in external science related visits, which has had a positive 
impact on the way pupils at Green Gates Primary School think about the 
relevance of science in their day to day lives.  

 
WIDER OPPORTUNITES AIM: Science has been enriched. 
Children’s experiences of science are enriched. 
 

WOa 

Curriculum planning 
links science to other 
areas of learning. 

There are clear links between science and other subjects at Green Gates 
Primary School. Children are able to use their science skills in other areas 
of the curriculum and each science topic now links to a ‘class topic.’ It will 
now be beneficial to work with other subject leaders to carefully link 
science to other subjects. 

WOb 

There is participation in 
some external 
initiatives, topical 
science events and 
family learning. 

It is great to see how many different initiatives the children from Green 
Gates Primary School have had during your PSQM journey, this has 
improved the children’s passion for science. You may want to consider 
involving parents and families more with the children’s science learning 
next year. There are many ways you can do this e.g. Science home 
projects, science selfies and science fairs.  

 
Final Questions – 
comment 

It is clear that the profile of science has been raised during your PSQM 
journey- so well done! It is pleasing to know that there is excitement about 
science within your school and that the quality of the pupils’ science 
education has improved during your PSQM journey. Well done for providing 
your staff with a substantial amount of science CPD this year, this has clearly 
had an impact on their confidence in science in many ways. It is great to hear 
that you have developed as a leader and are focused on delivering impact. 
You have got a clear plan in place for the future. I wish you luck with all your 
next steps in science. 

 
 

Overall comment Thank you for sharing your PSQM journey with me. It really has been a 
pleasure to complete this review.  
 
It is clear, that Leah has been proactive, enthusiastic and fully embraced the 
thorough self-evaluation, action planning and reflection of the PSQM process. 
As a result, focused improvements have been made to science teaching and 
learning across the school and plans are in place to continue these 
developments. With the great leadership and commitment to improve, I am 
sure science will continue to go from strength to strength.  
 
Well done to everyone at Green Gates Primary School: this is a thoroughly 
deserved quality mark. 

 

  

Reviewer’s signature   
 

        
 

 
 



Congratulations to you all on achieving the Primary Science Quality Mark.  We 

wish you every success as you continue to develop science in your school.   

 

 

 
 

 


