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As a Historian, the children will discuss their 
favourite toys before moving on to look at toys 
that were popular when their grandparents 
and parents were children. They will visit the 
museum to learn all about Victorian toys and 
place all of these on a timeline. They will 
compare old and new toys, discuss the main 
similarities and differences, and begin to 
suggest reasons for this. The children will use 
different sources to find out about toys from 
the past and create their own ‘toy timeline’. 
The children will also find out how school has 
changed from their grandparents school days 
to their own. 

During this topic, the children will focus on changes within living memory. They will have 
the opportunity to explore and learn about toys through time and be able to discuss the 

main similarities and differences. They will also learn what school was like for their 
grandparents and compare it to their own school days. The children will have the chance to 

make their own toys inspired by ‘Toy Story’ and evaluate what makes a good toy.

As a Writer, 
the children 
will write a 
non-
chronological 
report about 
toys and write 
a simple seaside 
poem using 
their senses. 

As a Designer, the children will make a 
simple moving toy using sliders. They will 
investigate a collection of slider toys, identify 
their features and understand how they 
work. They will test their toys, and then 
evaluate their product by saying what worked 
well and how they could improve it.  

As an Artist, the children will learn how 
repeated patterns can be used on toys. 
They will also explore pattern and make 
their own pattern block to make a train 
picture.

As an IT user, the 
children will use a 
simple paint package to 
draw a picture of their 
favourite toy. They will 
look at shapes, colours 
and thickness of the 
pens / paintbrushes 
and experiment with 
each. 

As a Musician, the children will 
listen and learn songs from ‘A 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic’’. They talk 
about whether they like or 
dislike the music and give 
reasons. They will add actions 
to a Toy Story song and 
experiment with pitch, volume 
and tempo to produce a 
performance for their 
showcase. 

As part of SMSC, the 
children will be 

encouraged to talk to 
their parents and 
grandparents about 
toys from when they 
were younger. They 
will also gain an 
awareness of how our 
culture is shaped by 
history.

As a Geographer, the children will use 
their map reading skills to locate toys 
around the school grounds on their very 
own treasure hunt. They will use 
directional language - North, South, East 
and West.

As a Rights 
Respecting School, 
pupils will look at the 
Articles –13, 29 and 
31.

As a Mathematician, the children will sort 
toys into past and present using a Venn 
diagram. They will order toys from different 
dates and collect data on the favourite toys 
in the class.





Children will visit Preston 
Park Museum where they 

will take part in a Toys from the Past 
workshop. 
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Retrieva
l

Check

Hook

How have toys changed over 
time? Pupils will look at their own 

favourite toys - now/when they were younger. 
They will be introduced to chronology. 


History

What was on my parents birthday 
list? Pupils will discover what toys 

their parents/carers had and the similarities 
and differences between their own. 

History
What was on my 

Grandparents birthday list? 
Pupils will discover what toys their 

grandparents had and the similarities and 
differences between their own. 

History

How do we read a map? Pupils 
will complete a treasure hunt in 

the school grounds to find toys and add 
them to their timelines in the correct place

Geography

What was on a Victorian child’s 
birthday list? Pupils will 

discover what toys were popular 100 
years ago and add this to their timelines.

History

How can I make a toy move? 
Children will research, design and 

make their own moving toy using a slider 
system. 

DT

How can we create a repeating 
pattern for a toy? Pupils will use 

printing techniques to create a picture and 
coiling techniques. 

Art

How can we perform a song? 
Pupils will look at tempo and 

dynamics. They will perform a variety of 
toy songs using a glockenspiel.  

Music 

How has technology changed 
through time? Pupils will learn how 

technology was in the past compared to now. They 
will also learn how to log on and off their own 

computer. 

Computing  

Retrieva
l

Check
How can we draw on a computer? 

Pupils will use a simple paint package to draw 
their favourite toy. 

Computing

Children will set up a toy museum 
for parents - arranging toys in 

different exhibits, labelling and 
writing information to tell parents as they come 

around the museum. 

Showcase Reading Links 

Curriculum Driver:  
History


Enquiry Question -

How have Toys changed 

over time?

The sequence of learning 
within this unit…


