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Where are the main rainforests 
located? Pupils will recap the 

continents and equator before looking at the 
Northern and Southern Hemispheres and the 

location and size of the world's main rainforests. 
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l

Check 
How can I present my 

findings? Pupils will use excel 
to create bar charts linked to average 

rainfall and temperature. 

Computing

How is Redcar similar to Manaus? 
Pupils will look at the human and physical 

features of both before comparing lifestyles of 
the indigenous tribes to here. 

Geography

What is the climate like in 
Rainforests? Pupils will look at the 

different climate zones in the world. They will 
investigate the temperature and rainfall averages 

in the 4 main rainforests. 

Geography

What different biomes are there in 
the world? Pupils will locate 

different biomes linked to longitude and 
latitude. They will then zoom in on rainforests. 

Geography

How can we create the sounds 
of the Rainforest? Pupils will 

use the recorder to create rainforest 
inspired music. 

Music 

How is food distributed from the 
rainforest to the rest of the world? 

Pupils will map imports of food from the rest 
of the world, linking to climate and trade. 

Geography 

How can we make a hand 
puppet? Pupils will design their 

own rainforest animal puppet and create it 
using a running stitch. 

DT 

How can we portray the Rainforest 
through art? Pupils will look at the 

work of 2 artists - Joseph Cornell and Henri 
Rousseau before incorporating their techniques 

into their own Rainforest scene. 

Art 

The children will hold a 
documentary style presentation for parents / 

carers and share their learning. 

Showcase Reading Links 

Curriculum Driver:  
Geography

The sequence of learning 
within this unit…

Geography

What are the layers of the 
Rainforest? Pupils will look at 

types of trees, flowers, animals and 
climate in each layer. 

Geography

Retrieva
l

Check 

Why are Rainforests often in the 
news? Pupils will look at the impact 

of deforestation and will think about what we 
can do to help. 

Geography 

Pupils will visit Sunderland 
Winter Gardens to explore the 

layers of the rainforest in more detail and 
experience an art gallery. 

Hook

Retrieva
l

Check 



             Year 3

       Rainforests

During this topic, the children will discover the world’s largest Rainforests. After they 
have discovered their locations, they will uncover what life is like there and why. They 
will explore trade and link this to learning about climate. They will focus on one small 

area of a South American Rainforest and compare this to their home town.

As a Writer, the 
children will write a 
persuasive speech to 
help protect the 
rainforest from 
deforestation. They 
will also write a non-
chronological report 
about the Rainforests. 

As a Designer, the children will design, 
make and evaluate a Rainforest animal 
hand puppet. They will use a running 
stitch to help join. Fabric together. 

As an Artist, the children will look at 
the work of Joseph Cornell and Henri 
Rousseau. They will investigate their 
Rainforest artwork and the 
techniques used in each such as 
creating a wash and using fabric to 
add texture, Pupils will incorporate 
the work of both artists in their own 
Rainforest image. 

As a Statistics gatherer, children 
will gather information on the 
Rainforest’s average temperate 
and rainfall into a table. They 
will learn how to use Excel to 
create a bar chart of their 
results and look at how this can 
be interpreted by a range of 
people. 

As a Musician, the children learn to 
perform songs linked to the rainforest. 
They will learn to play and read B, A, G 
on the recorder, creating the sounds of 
the rainforest. 

As part of SMSC, the topic 
will show the children how 
they can be a Global 
Citizen. They will look in 
detail at deforestation, the 
impact this is having on 
animals within the 
Rainforest, and  and what 
they and others can do to 
help. 

As a Geographer, the children will 
recap the world’s continents and 
oceans before zooming in on South 
America and the world’s Rainforests 
which can be found there. Pupils will 
look at climate zones and biomes and 
how these link to the life in each of 
the Rainforests, before investigating 
trade links. Pupils will zoom in on 
Manaus and compare this place to 
their home town. Pupils will discover 
what deforestation is and will become 
Global Citizens when we think about 
what we can do to help. 

As a Rights 
Respecting School, 
pupils will look at 
the Articles –12, 
13, 24 and 27. 


