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Year 5 Within this wnit
n uwntt...
Mayans Driver:
History
Enquiry Question:
The Maya were Stone
Age, does this mean they

were less advanced?

Where did the Maya people
come from? Pupils will locate North and
South America and range of Mayan cities.

Who were the Maya? Pupils will be

visited by an archeologist who will show them

how to investigate a range of sources to
discover who these people were.

In which period of History lived the
ancient Maya Civilisation? Pupils
will place this period of history on their
timelines, looking at why there are differing
views about when this period started.

How did Mayans distribute natural
resources? Pupils will look at the
landscape and trade goods and map the trade

routes used. They will investigate how the
Mayans used farming.

Why were the Maya
considered an advanced
society? Pupils will discover the Mayan

civilisations, their organisation and
architecture.

What impact did this civilisation
have on the world? Pupils will discover the
Mayan’s knowledge of astronomy and
mathematics.

How can we create the Maya 20 day
name symbols? Pupils will experiment

with wax crayons, graphite, oil pastels, ink and
screen printing to design their own Mayan symbols.
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How are the Maya like other
historical people we have studied? Pupils will
consider how the Maya were similar to the

Saxons and Ancient Greeks.

How can we use computers to
make music? Pupils will use GarageBand to

How can we make our own Maya
compose their own piece of Mayan music.

inspired dish? Pupils will design,
make and evaluate their own Mayan dip. They
will consider seasonality.

The children will
showcase their LB
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learning to parents / carers.

How can we improvise in

music? Pupils will create their

own Mayan music on the Ukulele, using a
variety of strumming patterns.




Year 9

Mayans

During this topic, the children will discover the ancient Maya civilisation and where

they were in the world. They

will look at how the Maya influenced the wider world

and why they were considered an advanced society. They will consider how the
Maya are similar to other historical people studied.

As a Historian, the children will use
secondary sources to place the Maya
civilisation onto their chronological
timeline. They will research the Mayan
rainforest civilisations and ancient
architecture, discovering how their cities
were well thought out structures with a
hierarchy system. Pupils will discover how
the Mayans’ knowledge of astronomy and
mathematics helped to create the Mayan
calendar and consider the significance of
this advanced invention within this
historical time frame. Pupils will consider
the key historical enquiry question - The
Maya were Stone Age, did this mean they
were less advanced?

As an Artist, the children will look at the work
of a famous artists - Henri Matisse and Wassily \

Kandinsky. They will discover their use of

abstract art. Pupils will then experiment with a
range of media - wax crayons, ink, graphite, oil
pastels and screen printing - before creating

their own 20 day name Maya symbols.

As a Designer, the children will
design, make and evaluate their
own Mexican Dip, considering
seasonality and how the Maya
people grew their own food.

As a Writer, the children ﬂ
will write their own

Maya Folklore story, using
‘The Chocolate Tree’ story
as inspiration. They will
also write a non-
chronological report all
about the Maya
Civilisation.

As a Music Maker, the children will
use a digital music platform -
GarageBand - to create their own
Maya Music. They will use the Start
Strings and Smart Drums functions
to help them create the sounds
needed, before using the microphone
and then manipulating the sounds.

As a Musician, children will continue to build on their
ukulele playing skills. They will begin to build the
knowledge of notes along the ukulele fret board.
Children will explore a variety of strumming patterns
including the ability to up strum. They will learn to
improvise over a beat using open strings to explore the
different rhythms they have been introduced to so far.
They will listen and appraise latin American music.
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As a Geographer, the children will discover

where Mayans came from and what it was
like there. They will focus on land use and
look at how the Maya used farming,

considering the different crops grown. Pupils
will also discover trade used at this time.
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