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What is the significance of the 
Steelworks? Pupils will complete a local study 

when they look at the history of the Steelworks on 
Teeside. They will visit the Kirkleatham exhibition. 

History

When did the Industrial Revolution 
take place? Pupils will discover 

what the Industrial Revolution was, when it 
happened and what it meant in terms of land 

use and job opportunities. 

History

How can we create our own image of 
the Steelworks? Pupils will learn all 

about 2 artists - LS Lowry and Mackenzie Thorpe. 
They will choose their own media to create their 

own industrial image. 

Art 

Reading Links 

Curriculum Driver:  
History


Enquiry Question:

Why was the Industrial 

Revolution a turning 
point in British history?

The sequence of learning 
within this unit…

What were the key features of 
Victorian Society? Pupils will learn what Britain 
was like under the rules of Queen Victoria. They 

will explore the social class system. 

History

The children will 
showcase their learning 

to parents / carers. 

Showcase 

How did living conditions 
change during the Industrial 

Revolution? Pupils will look at housing 
conditions, health conditions and crime. 

History

Retrieva
l

Check 

Retrieva
l

Check 
How can we create a moving. 

bridge? After visiting the Transporter 
Bridge, pupils will deign and make their own 
bridge, incorporating movements. They will 

choose what to use - levers, pulleys or hydraulics. 

DT

What inventions revolutionised the lives 
of British people? Pupils will look at steam 

engines and railways, iron and coal, and canals. They 
will learn who benefitted from these inventions and 

who didn’t. 

History

Retrieva
l

Check 
How did the Industrial Revolution 

change Europe and our local area? Pupils will 
compare land use and boundaries of before 

and after the Industrial Revolution. 

Geography

How did working conditions 
change during the Industrial 

Revolution? Pupils will focus on conditions in 
mines and factories and will discover what 

child labour was. 

History

How can we create a piece of 
music inspired by the machinery of the 

Industrial Revolution? Pupils will create a 
ternary piece of music in small groups. 

Music 

How can we create our own 
News Story? Pupils will use iMovie 

and Green Screen to create their own news 
story about the closure of the Steelworks. 

Computing
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As a Geographer, the children will learn how 
the Industrial Revolution changed Europe 
and the importance of industrial ports. They 
will then learn how the local area’s land use 
has changed from before the revolution and 
after. 

As part of their continuing study on British history, pupils will look at the 
changing face of Britain and the impact of the Industrial Revolution - both 

Nationally and locally. Pupils will discover how this time impacted on Britain and 
the legacy today. 

As a Writer, the children will 
write their own Non-
chronological reports all about 
the key inventions of the 
Industrial Revolution. They will 
also write a persuasive letter 
to Michael Thomas Sadler, 
outlining why they think child 
labour should be abolished. 

As a Designer, the children will 
design, make and evaluate their 
own bridge. They will bring 
together learning from previous 
years to try to decide how best 
to make their bridges move - 
hydraulics, levers or pulleys. 

As an Artist, the children will look at the work 
of 2 well known artists who are famous for their 
work on the Industrial towns - LS Lowry and 
local artist, Mackenzie Thorpe. Pupils will then 
develop their own style to create their own 
Industrial landscape image, incorporating the 
iconic Transporter Bridge. 

As a Presenter, the children will use 
iMovie and Green Screen technology to 
create their own news story about the 
closure of the Steelworks. Pupils will 
use text, images, video, sound effects 
and voiceovers in their movies. 

As a Musician, pupils will focus on 
composition skills in this unit creating 
a ternary piece of music in small 
groups that is inspired by the 
machinery of the Industrial 
Revolution. They will use ‘A short ride 
in a fast machine’ by John Adams as 
a stimulus for their final pieces. 

As part of SMSC, the children will consider the 
impact of the Industrial Revolution on people’s 
health and wellbeing. They will debate how 
specific inventions affected people’s lives - both 
positively and negatively. Pupils will look closely 
at child labour and the impact of this. The 
children will consider why police forces are 
necessary and what can happen if they weren’t 
there. Finally, pupils will reflect on the impact the 
closure of the Steelworks had on our local area. 

As a Historian, the children will discover how 
the Industrial Revolution impacted on the 
jobs that people did and they way they lived 
their lives. Pupils will find out all about the 
working conditions in factories and mines, 
and will reflect on the idea of child labour. 
Pupils will consider what housing was like, in 
terms of the dark and cramped conditions, 
the health impact, and what crime was like 
with no official police force. Pupils will then 
learn all about what Britain was like under 
the rule of Queen Victoria and links to how 
the British Empire extended. Pupils will 
debate how specific inventions changed the 
lives of ordinary people before moving onto a 
local area study - The Steelworks - and 
learning why this was so significant for 
Teesside. 

As a Rights 
Respecting 
School, 
pupils will 
look at the 
Articles – 
12, 13, 24, 
26, 27, 28, 
31 and 32. 


