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As a Historian, the children learn about 
the life of Florence Nightingale. They will 
find out why she is famous and when she 
was alive. They will find out about her life 
using books, videos and the internet, 
focusing on her work as a nurse and her 
contribution during the Crimean war .They 
will order the main events in her life 
chronologically. They will use a range of 
sources to compare hospitals and nurses 
now and then. 

During this topic, the children will focus on Florence Nightingale. They will learn about why 
she is famous and when she was alive. They will explore the main events of her life, looking 

specifically at her work as a nurse and her contribution during the Crimean war. The 
children will also explore the work of nurses and understand the main differences between 

hospitals and nurses now and then.

As a Writer, the children will 
write a diary entry imagining 
that they are Florence, and 
will write about her  
experiences during the 
Crimean war.

As a Designer, the children will 
look at the food that was given to 
the soldier’s during the Crimean 
war, and begin to understand how 
they can lead a healthy lifestyle. 
They will sort foods that are good 
for us and those which are not, 
and understand how to handle food 
safely and hygienically. They will 
design a healthy snack for the 
soldiers in hospital, after carrying 
out some market research on 
existing products. The children will 
then make their product and 
evaluate it.

As an Artist, the children will focus on 
the portraits of artist Paul Klee. They will 
use pencils to create a portrait of 
Florence Nightingale. Children will 
experiment with different lines of 
thickness. They will use pencils to try and 
draw different thicknesses, shading to 
make lines thicker and lightly sketching to 
make lines thinner. They will use their 
pencils to create different tones. 

As a Researcher, the 
children will research 
Florence Nightingale 
using the internet and 
learn how to complete 
a safe search. 

As a Musician, the children will 
compose and play a ‘get ready’ 
song depicting Florence and her 
nurses carrying out their duties. 
They will use tuned and untuned 
instruments to layer sounds. 

As part of SMSC, The children 
will learn about and celebrate 
important British people such as 
Florence Nightingale. They will 
learn about the role of nurses 
and how they treat people. 

As a Geographer, the 
children will locate Crimea, 
London and France on a map 
and map Florence 
Nightingale’s journey she 
made to Scutari hospital.  

As a Rights 
Respecting 
School, pupils 
will look at the 
Articles – 19, 
24, 27, 38 and 
39. 





The sequence of learning 
within this unit…

Children will be visited 
by Florence Nightingale 

herself with a workshop from Real 
History Alive!

Retrieva
l

Check 

Hook
Who was Florence Nightingale? 

Pupils will bring together all their 
learning from their hook and look at 

artefacts to discover who Florence was.

History
How can we find out more about 

this significant person? Pupils will 
be introduced to the idea that we can search for 
information online - they will be taught how to 

carry out a safe search after logging on.

Computing

What was Scutari hospital like? 
Pupils will use photographs to look at 

similarities and differences between hospitals 
then and now. 

History

How could we have helped 
soldiers stay healthy? Pupils 

will look at healthy foods and created 
their own healthy snack. 

DT
Where was Scutari hospital? 

Pupils will locate Crimea on a 
map and map out the journey that 

Florence would have taken. 

Geography

How are nurses different now to 
then? Pupils will be visited by a 

nurse so they can compare how nursing has 
changed over time. 

History

How can I use sounds to represent 
movement? Pupils will create their 

own ‘Get Ready’ song using tuned and 
untuned instruments to layer sounds.

Music 

Can we remember and order the 
significant events in Florence’s life? 

Pupils will recap the key events and place them 
on a timeline. They will act out these events in a 

performance. 

History 

Retrieva
l

Check 

Can we create our own portrait? 
Pupils will discover the work of 

Paul Klee before using his style to create their 
own portraits of Florence Nightingale. 

Art 

The children will perform the key 
events in Florence’s life for their 

parents/carers. They will use their musical 
compositions to support. 

Showcase 

Reading Links 

Curriculum Driver:  
History


Enquiry Question - 

What should we 

remember Florence 
Nightingale? 
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