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What was the Great Fire of 
London? Pupils will place 

the event on a timeline and will find 
out what happened and why. 

             Year 2

          Fire, Fire!

Retrieva
l

Check 
What could we make a house 
with? Pupils will experiment 

with different materials and different 
joining materials to make their own house. 

DT Can we recreate the Great Fire of 
London Monument? Pupils will learn 

how to use salt dough to create their own sculpture. 
They will learn how to cut, form, tear and shape the 

dough to create the desired effect. 

Art

How did we fight fires in the 
past? Pupils will look at a range of 

artefacts from the past and compare these to 
fire-fighting equipment today. 

History How did the fire spread? Pupils 
will use their mapping skills to 

map out the spread of the fire. They will 
locate key landmarks along the way. 

Geography

How can we share our learning with 
parents and carers? Pupils will learn 

how to sing London’s Burning in rounds and will 
use the glockenspiel to accompany their singing 

performance, focusing on pitch. 

Music 

How can I use a computer to create 
a poster? Pupils will create a fire 

safety poster for the local community. They will 
learn how to use Microsoft Word to add text and 
images and amend these to suit the audience. 

Computing 

The children will hold a ‘Museum 
in the Classroom’ presentation for parents / 

carers and share their learning. 

Showcase 

Reading Links 

Curriculum Driver:  
History


Enquiry Question: 
What caused the 

Great Fire of London 
and how do we know 

it happened? 


The sequence of 
learning within this 

History

How were Tudor homes built? 
Pupils will look at homes from the past and 
investigate the similarities and differences 

between them and houses now. 

What did London used to be 
like? Pupils will look at images of 

London from the past and images of what it 
is like now before comparing the two. 

History

History

Retrieva
l

Check 

Retrieva
l

Check 

What do different accounts 
tell us about the GFOL? Pupils 

will be visited by Thomas Farriner and 
investigate how his account differs. 

History

Pupils will be visited by 
Samuel Pepys to discover what 

his version of events were. 

Hook
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As a Geographer, the children will use 
their mapping skills to map the spread 
of the fire in central London. They will 
look at key landmarks and how these 
were affected. 

During this topic, the children will study a historical event beyond living 
memory. They will look at different accounts of the Great Fire, what happened 
and how. They will relate this to the present day to see how things may have 

been different.

As a Writer, the 
children will write a 
setting description of 
the fire scene. They 
will then write a 
historical narrative 
from the viewpoint of 
Vlad. 

As a Designer, the children will look at 
what Tudor houses were made from, 
compared to modern day houses. They 
will design and make their own houses, 
experimenting with different materials 
and joining techniques to ensure their 
homes are stable. 

As an Artist, the children will look at the 
work of sculptor, Antony Gormley. They 
will use salt dough to create a replica 
model of the Great Fire of London 
Monument. They will use techniques such 
as cutting, forming, tearing and shaping. 

As a Presenter, children 
will learn how to use 
Microsoft Word to create a 
fire safety poster for the 
local community. They will 
look at how to incorporate 
text and images and how 
colours and sizes can be 
used effectively. 

As a Musician, the children will learn to 
sing ‘London’s Burning’ in rounds and will 
use a glockenspiel to accompany their 
song, focusing on pitch. 

As part of SMSC, the topic will 
help the children learn all about 
fire safety and how we can prevent 
fires. They will share this 
information with the community. 
Pupils also discuss different 
interpretations of the same event, 
looking at viewpoints. 

As a Historian, the children will learn 
about The Great Fire of London. They 
will place this significant event on a 
timeline and look at why it happened. 
Pupils will discover what London was 
like in the past, what houses were like 
in the past and what fire fighting 
equipment was like in the past. They 
will compare these three things with 
the modern day, using pictures and 
artefacts to help. Pupils will look at 
the accounts of Samuel Pepys and 
Thomas Farriner and compare the 
two. 

As a Rights 
Respecting School, 
pupils will look at 
the Articles –19 
and 24. 
 


