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Where are mountains 
located? Pupils will locate 

the main mountain ranges of the 
world, looking at the significance of 
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Retrieva
l

Check 

Would you live near a volcano? 
Pupils will zoom in to Mount Etna and 

explore this volcano closely. They will think of 
the pros and cons of living near a volcano. 

Geography

How can we create a news story? 
Pupils will create an iMovie news story about a 

volcanic eruption. 

Computing

How can we help people stay safe 
in an earthquake? Pupils will learn 

how to make an alarm with a light or buzzer 
system to help people stay safe. 

DT

Where are volcanoes located? 
Pupils will locate world volcanoes 

and discover patterns in terms of longitude, 
latitude and the equator. 

Geography

How can music represent an 
event? Pupils will use Taiko drums 

with TVMS to represent a volcanic eruption 
using 2 different rhythmic parts. 

Music 

How can we create our own 
Volcano artwork? Pupils will look at 

the abstract artwork of Jackson Pollock before 
creating their own volcanic piece using digital 

images. 

Art 

The children will hold a 
documentary style presentation for parents / 

carers and share their learning. 

Showcase 
Reading Links 

Curriculum Driver:  
Geography

The sequence of 
learning within this 

Geography

What is a volcano? Pupils will 
look at the the different parts of a 

volcano and the difference between 
active and dormant. 

Where are the major 
mountain ranges in the UK? 

Pupils will locate key mountain ranges in 
the UK and link this to settlements. 

Geography

Geography

Retrieva
l

Check 

What is the impact of living near an active 
volcano? Pupils will look closely at La Palma or 

Pompeii and investigate the consequences of living 
there. They will become active global citizens when 

they think about what they can do to help. 

Geography

Retrieva
l

Check 
What is an earthquake? Pupils will 
learn about what an earthquake is 

and will map tectonic plates and major 
earthquake zones on it. 

Geography

What causes an earthquake? Pupils 
will discover the human and physical 

causes of an earthquake and how they are 
measured. 

Geography
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During this topic, the children will look at the physical geography of volcanoes and 
earthquakes. They will complete lots of map work to locate each of these before 

looking at the human and physical causes of each. Pupils will investigate the 
impact of such natural disasters and consider what it is like to live in these areas. 

As a Writer, the 
children will write a 
Newspaper report 
based on the events in 
the book ‘Escape from 
Pompeii’. Pupils will also 
use their DT learning to 
write an explanation 
text about how their 
alarms systems work. 

As a Designer, the children will learn 
how to create a circuit which will be 
used in their alarm system. They will 
think about how they could incorporate 
a light or buzzer, or both. 

As an Artist, the children will look at 
the work of Jackson Pollock. They will 
learn that art can be abstract and will 
learn some of the techniques that can 
be used to create the splash effect 
and will focus on creating texture 
through layering. Using a digital image 
as their backdrop, they will create a 
Pollock inspired volcanic eruption. 

As a Presenter, children will 
learn how to go live and create 
their own iMovie news story to 
tell their audience about a 
natural disaster. They will 
incorporate text, images, video, 
sound and sound effects to 
make their news broadcasts 
realistic. 

As a Musician, the children will use Taiko 
drums with TVMS to explore the explosive 
sound the drums make, learning to layer 
sounds and the timbre of the volcano.

As part of SMSC, the topic will 
encourage an awareness of the impact 
of natural disasters around the world. 
Pupils will also consider how humans 
may help cause natural disasters. It 
will give the pupils an opportunity to 
look at any current issues and provide 
a platform for pupils to become active 
citizens and make a difference to the 
wider world. 

As a Geographer, the children will 
describe and understand 2 key 
aspects of physical geography - 
volcanoes and earthquakes. Pupils will 
be able to locate the world’s best 
known volcanoes and earthquake 
zones. They will investigate the 
causes of these natural disasters and 
consider what it would be like to like 
in these zones. Pupils will learn about 
active and dormant volcanoes as well 
as tectonic plates and events such as 
fracking. 

As a Rights 
Respecting School, 
pupils will look at 
the Articles 13, 19, 
24, 27 and 39. 


