
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Reception Summer Term  

 

What Makes the Best Pet? 
	 Topic Overview 

As part of this topic, the children will learn about different types of animals and their features. They will learn how to 
look after a pet and have the opportunity to practise these skills in the roleplay areas. Children will experience a wide 
variety of first hand experiences with animals including the pet shop, small animals and will receive a visit from the dogs 
trust. 

 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

As a learner, the children will talk 
about how to look after and care for 
others, and show care and concern 
for others and environment. 

 
 
 

Communication and Language 
As a learner, the children will be able 
verbally explain how animals change 
as they grow using the correct 
vocabulary. They will also develop 
their own explanations by connecting 
their own ideas linked to animals and 
pets. 

	
Wow Event 

To begin the topic, the children will receive 
a visit from ‘Animal Stories’, learning about 
a variety of pets. In addition they will visit a 
local pet shop and purchase a new class pet. 
At the end of the topic, the children will 
showcase their learning to their parents. 

 
 

 
Literacy 

As a learner, the children will 
find out about the differences 
between fiction and non-
fiction texts. They will create 
a diary of the ducks and 
observe the changes over 
time. In addition they will 
create their own alternative 
stories based around their 
favourite pets, using their 
knowledge of animals and 
different fairytales. 

 
SMSC Links	

As a learner, the children will learn to 
enjoy the world around them and 
appreciate nature. In addition they 
will discuss how to look after the 
world and show respect for the 
places that they live.  

 
 

Understanding the World 
As a learner, the children will 
learn about a variety of animals 
and decide whether they would 
make a good pet. They will 
observe changes over time by 
watching the ducks grow and 
learn about lifecycles. They will 
also learn how to look after 
animals and receive a visit from a 
vet in order to inform their 
roleplay. They will talk about pets 
that they have at home and 
compare and contrast different 
animals. 

 
Rights Respecting Schools Links 

Articles 13, 27, 24, 39, 31 

 
Expressive Art and Design 

As a learner, the children will 
create paintings of different 
pets and use colour mixing to 
achieve a desired colour. They 
will decide on their favourite 
pet and make this using salt 
dough, and paint using the 
correct colour to suit a 
purpose. They will use junk 
modelling to make pet 
accessories. 

 
 
 

Maths 
As a learner, the children will 
develop their size comparison 
skills by talking about changes in 
height over time. They will also 
develop their sorting and 
matching skills by sorting 
different animals according to 
different criteria which will be 
generated themselves. 

 
 

Physical Development 
As a learner, the children will 
explore different way of moving 
like different animals. They will 
also develop their balancing 
skills, pretending to be a bird 
balancing on a branch, a hamster 
climbing up a pipe, or a cat on a 
fence.  


