
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 2 Summer Term 	

 

Famous for More Than Five Minutes  
	

During this topic, the children will focus on famous people. They will look at what makes 
someone famous, who we think is famous and why. The main focus will be on Neil Armstrong 
and his space exploration, and learn about the life of Captain James Cook and his connections 
with our local area.   

As a Designer, the 
children will learn about the 
construction of ships from the 
past and use the information 
from Cook’s travels to create the 
Endeavour.  
This will also link to the creation 
of a replica space rocket created 
with a moving axel to transfer it 
to its launch position. 
 
 

	
As a Responsible Citizen, the 
children will discuss who are 
important to us and why. Why 
people are famous and have 
they had a positive impact on 
others lives. 

As a Coder and 
Researcher, the children will 
research a famous person using 
the internet and print the 
information. When learning 
about James Cook, they will 
program a Bee-Bot to travel 
around an island and write the 
algorithm. 

 
The children will be introduced to the 
topic by taking part in a Fun ‘Dress-up 
as a Famous Ferson Day.’ 
The final showcase, they will complete 
their musical presentation of the travels 
taken by Cook or Armstrong 

As a Historian, the 
children learn about the life of 
Captain Cook and Neil Armstrong. 
They will learn about the main 
events in their lives and order 
them. They will use a range of 
sources to compare their 
achievements and successes. They 
will also focus on the moon 
landing, they will listen to audio 
clips of Neil Armstrong landing on 
the moon and think of questions 
they would like to find out about 
this event.  

	
As a Geographer, the 
children will learn about the 
voyages of James Cook and 
Neil Armstrong whilst 
locate the 7 continents and 
5 oceans as well as the 
places that they travelled 
on a world map. They will 
use Google Earth to look at 
aerial photographs and 
identify the equator, North 
Pole and South Pole. 

As an Artist, the children 
will use charcoal, pencil or 
pastels to create a portrait of a 
famous person. They will 
explore different shading 
techniques such as adding tints 
and tones and mix primary and 
secondary colours. 

Links to 
(Reception – 
People who help 
us Autumn term) 
	

 
The children will learn about and 
celebrate important British people 
such as Captain  James Cook.  

Articles – 4, 5, 6, 15, 
24, 27, 28, 29 and 39.		

	
As a Writer, the children will 
compare famous people, 
write a fact file about a 
famous person, generate 
questions from researching 
and complete a diary entry 
from James Cook describing 
his journey. 

As a Musician, the 
children will compare the 
achievements, timelines and 
talents of two composers and 
examine how musical extracts 
make them feel. 


