
 
 

 

Year 5/6 
Curriculum Contexts  

 
Cycle A  
Autumn Term Conflict 

During this topic, the children will study a theme in British History that will extend 
their chronological knowledge. They may look at the suffragettes, World War I, 
World War II or The British Empire. Whatever their focus, they will look at how 
these important events made Britain what is it today. They will investigate what 
life was like during these times and the changes that took place.  

Spring Term Vicious Vikings  
When looking at this important aspect of history, the children will learn all about 
the Viking struggle for England, to the time of Edward the Confessor. They will 
discover what life was really like during Viking times and what it was like to be a 
Viking warrior. There will be opportunities for pupils to design and make their 
own Viking longboats as well being given the opportunity to listen to and write 
their own Viking sagas.   

Summer Term Marvelous Mayans  
Pupils will learn about a non-European society - the Ancient ‘Mayan’ civilisation. 
The children will read traditional Mayan Myths and use them as a basis for drama 
activities. They will design and make Mayan books, Mayan masks and traditional 
musical instruments. They will discover what we can learn about this ancient 
civilisation from the buildings and artefacts that they left behind.  

 
Cycle B  
Autumn Term Best of British 

As part of their study on British history, pupils will look at the life of famous 
figures including Queen Victoria, our own Queen Elizabeth II and, Captain James 
Cook, a local explorer. The children will research the life of William Shakespeare 
and will be introduced to some of his wonderful work. As part of an art project, 
they will examine the life and works of an English artist - William Morris - and 
there will be the opportunity to replicate some of his work. The children will 
investigate our parliamentary system and discover what it’s like to be the Prime 
Minister, putting their democracy skills to work in the voting process! Traditional 
British cuisines will also be researched and the children will invite their families in 
to share some of their own homemade food.  

Spring Term China 
During this exciting topic, the children will explore the location and culture of 
China and investigate how it differs to our own country. The children will be 
transported back in time to Ancient China where they will learn about some of the 
earliest dynasties. The children will celebrate Chinese New Year in style and 
develop their understanding and appreciation of this important event. Traditional 
Willow Patterns will provide the stimulus for some wonderful artwork and the 
children will be given the chance to design their own Willow pattern plate. Pupils 
will also sample some traditional Chinese cuisine. A visit to the Oriental museum 
will provide the perfect opportunity for the children to deepen their 
understanding.  

Summer Term  The Holiday of a Lifetime! 
In this unit, pupils will have the opportunity to explore many extraordinary 
destinations around the world. They will locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. They will become tourist agents for 
the term, sharing what the world has to offer.   
 

 


