
 
 

 

Year 1/2 
Curriculum Contexts  

 
Cycle B  

Autumn 
Term 

Africa  
 
Through this topic, pupils will develop their skills and understanding of the local 
area. They will use map reading skills to work out wonderful local mystery tours. 
This will also include working independently using atlases and globes, as they 
locate Africa and surrounding countries in relation to the United Kingdom. 
Pupils will also compare the similarities and differences between the UK and 
Africa. This will be linked to houses, transport and food. 
The children will look at the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 
designers. Describing the differences and similarities between different 
practices making links to their own work. Look at a range of artists from Africa.  
And traditional African art- mainly masks and sculpted figures. 
 

Spring 
Term 

Fire  
 
During this topic we will be looking Events beyond the children’s living memory 
that are significant nationally and globally. Studying the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have contributed to monuments historic events. 
These will be used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
 
A main focus will be the Great Fire of London. Answering questions such as: 
How did the fire start? Where did the fire start? We will look at the structure of 
the houses and then build them before setting up the street using the children’s 
models.  Through this the children will need to select and use a wide range of 
materials and components including construction materials, textiles according 
to their characteristics. They will design appealing products for themselves 
based on their own design criteria. 
 

Summer 
Term 

Fighting fit 
 
During this topic the children will master basic movements including running, 
jumping, throwing and catching, as well as developing balance, agility and co-
ordination and begin to apply these in a range of exciting activities. This will also 
be linked to performing dances using simple movement patterns.  The children 
will design, create and evaluate nutritious meals understanding and applying the 
principles of nutrition and learning how to cook. Through this they will select 
from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks. 
 
We will work closely with the local ‘School Sports Partnership’ giving the 
children the opportunity to try out many different sports and games. 

 
 



 
Cycle A  

Autumn 
Term 

Celebrations  
 
During this topic we will be looking at Celebrations around the world including 
the Chinese New Year, where China is linking this to the local area and where 
the United Kingdom is on a world map. They will learn to use an atlas to identify 
different countries around the world.   
 
The children will look closely at different Chinese lanterns.  Discuss – why is the 
material used for this purpose?  Types of paper.  Children will then sketch their 
own design.  Who can identify sources of light?  Where does the light come 
from on a lantern?  What will happen if the light goes out? This will then be 
linked to writing instructions– how to make a Chinese lantern.   
 
Investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes. 
We will also look at celebrations around Christmas and the reasons for these 
from the beliefs of different religions. This will include the celebrations held in a 
Christian church including a mock wedding and baptism and the reasons for 
them. 
 

Spring 
Term 

Famous People  
 
This term our topic is focused on famous people including researching famous 
people using the internet in particular Florence Nightingale and Captain James 
Cook. We will discuss what makes someone famous and who they think are 
famous people and why?  
We will be looking at heroes within well-known and new stories to improve 
children’s understanding of heroes from the past comparing them with the new.  
We will have a detailed focus on Florence Nightingale and why she is a hero. We 
will then look at what makes a hero and develop our own fictional charter 
including the required attributes. 
Changes within living memory. Where appropriate these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life. 
We will look at and discuss how to stay safe online with the children making an 
e-safety poster to understand and promote internet safety. 
 

Summer 
Term  

Local Study  
 
Through this topic we will study the local area using basic map reading skills. The 
children will be challenged to follow a route on a map making predictions of 
where they will end. We will visit vertical pier and windmills viewing and taking 
photos from the coast then compare these photos with those taken form Eston 
Nab. This will give the children the opportunity to view the local area from 
above. They will then make observational sketches from both views, draw, paint 
and create a model of the vertical pier using paint with sand in it to create 
texture. 
 
Look at paintings by David Hockney discuss techniques and recreate. Use ipods 
to research David Hockney. 
Discuss computer games/ X box/ play station and how they can interact with 
other people in different places. Relate to e-safety. 
 



 


