
 

Year 1 Newsletter-  Spring Term 2018 

 Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! I hope you have all had an enjoyable Christmas holiday and are looking forward to the new 

challenges ahead. I hope you find this letter useful and if you have any concerns or would like to discuss any 

matters, please pop in and see me after school for a quick chat or make an appointment for a longer discussion.             

This term our topic is ‘Fire, Fire!’ 

We will be focusing on The Great Fire of London.  

Challenge: Can you help your child find something about The Great Fire of London before we start the topic? 

For a detailed look at what we are going to be covering, please see overleaf. 

Suggestions to help your child at home 

1. Reading every day for 5 to 10 minutes – regular reading practice is vital to support their progress. Each time your 

child reads at home and you sign their reading record, they are awarded a sticker on their ‘Read for the Stars’ 

chart. When they reach the Sun they can choose a lovely book to take home and keep. 

2. Share books with your child – read to them and talk about the story. Discuss what you like about the books.  

3. Help your child to practise reading and learning their spellings at speed. If they can recognise them on sight, 

reading fluency will be vastly improved. 

4. Encouraging correct tripod pencil grip – the more a child holds their pencil correctly, the more natural it will be to 

them. 

5. Encouraging correct letter and number formation when writing at home. 

6. Look for opportunities to talk about numbers. If you see numbers, can your child read them? What is the next 

number, or the one before? 

7. Does your child know how much each of the coins is worth? Look for opportunities to allow your child to handle 

money, and talk about change. Do they ever have to save up for something? 

8. Can your child tell the time? – begin by talking about what the time is now, and what happens at different times of 

day. Help them to use a clock to know when it’s bed time/ tea time/ time to go to school. This helps them to develop 

their understanding of the importance of being able to tell what time it is. 

9. Continue to use a range of creative tools (as you did in Reception) to help to develop/extend your child’s fine motor 

skills. Use scissors, play-dough, chalk, sand etc. Physical activities such as crawling, climbing, throwing, pushing, 

pulling etc develop upper body strength which is vital for good pencil control. 

P.E. 

PE will be on Monday and Tuesday. Children will need to bring their PE kits ready for the first PE lesson and 

take it home at the end of the half term. Kit must include plimsolls (no black soled shoes are allowed in the hall) 

for wearing in the halls and long hair must be tied back. Please can we remind you no earrings are to worn in 

school. 

Home learning  

 Key words/ Times tables and number bonds- These will continue to be checked in school. It is important 

the children get the chance to practise at home as well as in school and your support with this is greatly 

appreciated 

 Spelling will be sent home on a Tuesday and will be tested the following Monday. 
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Personal, Social, Emotional Development.  

 Children will discuss belonging, feelings, 

keeping safe and understanding what is 

right and wrong. 

English 

 Throughout the term the children will develop 

their key writing, punctuation and grammar skills 

inspired by Traditional Stories and Stories 

about Fire. They will continue to learn how to 

use capital letters, full stops, question marks 

and exclamation marks. 

 

 They will also learn how to write instructions, 

letters and recounts. Handwriting and spelling 

will be practised as part of the daily English 

work. 

 

 Daily phonics session using Read, Write Inc. 

Children are grouped according to their current 

level for their daily phonics session. They may 

have phonics in a different room.  

 

 

Art and Design/ Design Technology 

 The children will develop their sketching skills, create 

Batik fabric patterns. 

 The children will make Tudor houses. 

Physical Development. 

 The children will be developing their skills in 

gymnastics.  

 

 They will also perform dances using simple 

movement patterns. 

 

RE 

 The children will be looking at what it means to belong.  

 Why Jesus and the Bible are special to Christians? 

 The children will also visit our local Church. 

 

 We will also learn the Easter story. 

Maths 

 This term the daily Maths lessons will focus 

on addition and subtraction, place value, 

multiples of 2, 5, 10 and measures. 

 We will also be developing the children’s 

reasoning and problem- solving skills. 

 The children will also be looking at 

measurement including weight and volume, 

length and height. 

 Please start to practise the two times table 

with your child. 

 

I.C.T 

 This will be used across the curriculum 

during our topic Fire, Fire. We will use the 

Internet to research The Great Fire of 

London. 

 

 We will revisit Internet safety. 

 

 We will create and follow algorithms, 

programming Beebots. 

 

P

Science 

 We will be learning about Everyday Materials including 

looking at the physical properties of materials. 

  We will also be learning about birds, fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, mammals and invertebrates when we look at 

Animals and Humans 

 

Music 

 Learning and singing rhymes including London’s Burning. 

  Listening with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music. 

 

Geography and History 

 The children will study The Great Fire of 

London. How did it start, spread and finally put 

out? 

 The children will also look where London is. 


